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Introduction

Once again someone who concerns himself with the chronology of the 
Bible. No doubt about it. But this time it has been done in a different 
way. At the beginning of his study in 1998, the author has merely stated 
the following fundamental premises:

-  The basis of this chronology is exclusively the Bible (New King 
James Version) which is unconditionally assumed to be the 
Word of God.

-  In order to obtain a chronology with dates, the year 586 BC 
(the 19th year of Nebuchadnezzar) is assumed to be the begin-
ning. The author agrees with this date for reasons only known 
to him.

The timeline from creation to the destruction of Jerusalem originated in 
separate parts which have been put together afterwards. The graphical 
display is clear enough and can be checked by reference to the quoted 
Bible verses. Although graphics are more convincing than text, some is-
sues require further explanation.

After studying this timeline, you will have to concede that the Bible is 
very accurate, provided that you accept the Bible as the only true source. 
If you agree to this you could ask yourself: why hasn't there been any-
body who presented the facts like this before?

The following premises are applicable to this chronology:

 Then God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the 
heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for 
signs and seasons, and for days and years [...]". (Genesis 1:14 - 
NKJV)

a. The length of a solar year (s. yr.) is 365.242206307 days (in-
clusive a correction of 25 seconds in the past 40 years).

b. The mean duration of a synodic lunar month is rounded 
29.530589 days (in the year 2000: 29.53058885 days with an 
increase of 0.019 seconds per 100 years).

c. The Jewish calendar with a cycle of 19 years, that is 235 lunar 
months (a,b,c,-source internet).

The most important "season" is Salvation History itself. When studying 
the connection between solar years, lunar months and days on the one 
hand and the basis of the Jewish calendar on the other hand, we can state 
that the deviation is less than a second over a period of more than 7000 
years on the Divine Timeline.

Above mentioned chronology is merely a part of, as the author calls it, 
the Divine Timeline (Salvation History from creation to the Judgment 
Day, including the 1000 years).

In order to avoid discussions, exclusively that part of chronology is pub-
lished that can be retrieved from God's Word.

Ben Snijders, 2016 
Many thanks to: SC, WdG, HS, MvT en MV



Comments on the beginning of the Divine Timeline (DT)

How is the year from the beginning of the Flood after the beginning of 
creation determined? In order to avoid discussion, the term "creation" 
will be used instead of "re-creation".

In general, the following listing from Genesis 5:1-32 is used:

 Adam lived 130 years and begot Seth

 Seth lived 105 years and begot Enosh

 Enosh lived 90 years and begot Cainan

 Cainan lived 70 years and begot Mahalalel

 Mahalalel lived 65 years and begot Jared

 Jared lived 162 years and begot   Enoch

 Enoch lived 65 years and begot   Methuselah

 Methuselah lived 187 years and begot Lamech 

 Lamech lived 182 years and begot   Noah

 Noah lived 600 years when the floodwaters were on the  
                 earth (Ge 7:6)

   Total:                1656 years after creation

It is assumed that the Flood took place 1656 years (in the 1657th year) 
after creation. Is that true? Let us have a look at the following survey:

Let's imagine that there was "a flood" on January 1, 2014.

(My father was born on June 19, 1900.) 
My father lived (was) 47 years old when I was born.

(I was born on February 8, 1948.)                             
I lived (was) 26 years old when my daughter was born. 

(My daughter was born on February 6, 1975.)             
My daughter lived (was) 33 years old when my granddaughter was born.

(My granddaughter was born on January 28, 2009.)  
My granddaughter lived (was) 4 years old when "the flood" took place.

According to the example in Genesis 5, you could conclude that the 
Flood took place 110 years (47+26+33+4) after my father's birth.

The reality is different:

My father was 47 years 5 months and 20 days

I was 26 years 11 months and 29 days

My daughter was 33 years 11 months and 22 days

My granddaughter was   4 years  11 months and 3 days

                                        110 years  38 months and   78 d. (± 3.5 mo.)  

Total about 113.5 years.

This means that "the flood" took place approximately 3.5 years later than 
the sum of their ages in years.                                                                              



In the event that all the births of the persons mentioned in Genesis 5 
took place on their father's birthday, the total sum of years until the year 
of the Flood would amount to 1656 years. This is not likely to be the 
case for these nine persons (from Adam until Lamech). It is much more 
likely that their ages need to be augmented with an unknown amount of  
months and days. That holds true for nine generations. This means that 
the Great Flood took place in one of the nine years subsequent to the 
1656 years after the beginning of creation, namely until 1665 years after 
the beginning of creation. The author will come back to it later.

The question is now if it is possible to determine the right year and if 
there existed a calendar. In order to find the answer, we will open the 
Bible. We read in:

 Genesis 7:11       
In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the 
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of 
the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were 
opened.

 Genesis 7:24 
And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty 
days.

 Genesis 8:3         
And the waters receded continually from the earth. At the end of 
the hundred and fifty days the waters decreased.

 Genesis 8:4 
Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of 
the month, on the mountains of Ararat.

Apparently, there existed a calendar. The overall assumption is that this 
was not the "Jewish calendar". The Jewish calendar basically exists of 
alternate months of 29 and 30 days. The period from the 17th of the 2nd 
month to the 17th of the 7th month is five months. But also 150 days. 
The reasoning behind this is: 5 months composed of 30 days.

After this, the author will show that we are dealing with a (so-called) 
Divine Timeline (DT) on which the Jewish calendar is based. It is based 
on the Moon's rotation and consists of a cycle of 19 years, that is to say, 
12 years of 12 months and 7 years of 13 months (leap years). In total, 
235 months.

The time duration of a cycle is 235 x 29.530589 days = 6939.69 days. 
(The time duration of 19 solar years amounts to 19 x 365.2422 days = 
6939.60 days.) The  3rd - 6th - 8th - 11th - 14th - 17th - and 19th year of  
a cycle consist of 13 months. In such a leap year a 13th month (Adar II) 
consisting of 29 days is added. A common year contains 353 - 354 - 355 
days and a leap year has either 383 days (deficient leap year) or 384 days 
(regular leap year) or 385 days (complete leap year).

The Jewish New Year (counting of the years) begins on the 1st day of 
Tishrei (7th month). In the Bible, the Jewish calendar appears in Exodus 
for the first time. We read in:

 Exodus 13:4 (exodus from Egypt) 
On this day you are going out, in the month Abib (Nisan).

 Exodus 12:2 
“This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the 
first month of the year to you".                             



Considering the above, we need to conclude that the calendar at that 
time finds its origin before the exodus from Egypt. At the beginning 
of the departure from Egypt God commanded to start the counting of 
the months from another point on the calendar and He established the 
month of Nisan (formerly "Abib") as the first month of the year.

This means that we come back to Noah and that the 17th of the 2nd 
month is not the month Iyar of the present counting, but the 2nd month 
of the initial counting, following the month of Tishrei, that is the month 
of Cheshvan. This is evidently also valid for the 17th of the 7th month.

Earlier, we have noticed that the Great Flood took place somewhere in 
the nine years subsequent to the 1,656 years after creation (that is until 
the 1665th year). We shall have a closer look into this period. What cycle 
are we talking about? To this end, we first divide 1656 by 19. We obtain 
87 cycles (of 19 years) and additional 3 years. The following diagram of 
the 88th cycle shows the period in which the Great Flood took place as 
well as leap years.

In these periods, three leap years are included. That is the 6th (year 
1659), 8th (year 1661) and the 11th (year 1664) of the cycle. Those leap 
years are of special interest, as in the regular years the 150 days of the 
Flood do not fit into the "Jewish calendar".

In the present cycle (5758 - 5776), the 6th year appears to be a complete 
leap year and the 8th and 11th year deficient leap years. When studying 
the complete leap year (Jewish year 5763), we can state that the period of 

17 Cheshvan (that was the 2nd month) and 17 Adar II (that was the 7th 
month then) is precisely 150 days.

The 150 days solely fit into a complete leap year. See diagram below:

From this we must draw the conclusion that the Great Flood started in 
the 6th year of the 88th cycle, in a complete leap year, that is the 1659th 
year after the beginning of creation in the 2nd month (Cheshvan) on the 
17th day.

At the same time we can determine that there exists a Divine Time-
line for the Salvation History which begins on the 1st day of creation (1 
Tishrei) and not on the 4th day (creation of sun and moon) or on the 6th 
day (creation of man). From this Divine Timeline, the Jewish calendar is 
deduced. We must take into account the sun's and moon's rotation time.

                                                           

Period Genesis 5:1-32 Period in which took place the Great Flood

88th cycle from creation

1656th 1666th

3rd 6th 8th 11th 14th 17th 19th

5762   5763
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8th was 2nd

Cheshvan

9th was 3rd

Kislev

10th was 4th

Tevet

11th was 5th

Shevat

12th was 6th

Adar I

13th was 7th

Adar II Nisan

30
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30 29 30 30 29

1714

150 days (Genesis 7:24)
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Methuselah and Noah

 Genesis 7:11 
 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, 
the seventeenth day of the month,  ...

On that day Noah was still 599 years old. One day later he might have 
turned 600 years, as we read in:

 Genesis 7:6 
Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on 
the earth.

Thus Noah's birthday was at the beginning of the Flood, possibly on the 
18th of the 2nd month. In the following, we will calculate Noah's age in 
lunar months and days. It can deviate from his age in solar years.

Noah's birth took place in the 1059th year (1659th minus 600 years) 
after creation. This corresponds with the 14th year (leap year) of the 
56th cycle. The 600 years consist of the last 5 years of the 56th cycle + 31 
cycles of 19 years (589 years) + the first 5 years of the 88th cycle + the 
sum of the 1st broken year and the last broken year (together 1 year - 13 
months). The number of months amounts to:

Last 5 years of the 56th cycle 62 lunar months

31 full cycles 31 x 235 months 7285 lunar months

First 5 years of the 87th cycle   61 lunar months

2 part-year periods 2/17 to 2/17 13 lunar months                       

Total                          7421 lunar months

Then the number of days is 7421 x 29.530589 days = 219.146 days.

In solar years, this is 219,146 days divided by 365.2422 = 600 years.

From this we can state that Noah's age appears to be 600 years both ac-
cording to the Jewish calendar and according to the solar time.

(Note: If the Great Flood took place in the 8th year of the cycle, Noah's 
age would be 7420 lunar months, that equals 600 Jewish years, but not 
600 solar years.)

Methuselah lived 782 years after Lamech's birth. These years are at least 
782 full years. Lamech was 182 years old (plus perhaps x months) and 
then we add Noah's age (600 years). Thus Methuselah passed away be-
fore or during the Flood.



Explanation of the period Flood to Promise (timeline 1)

If we sum up the ages of the generations at the births of their sons, we 
obtain 425 years. To those years we have to add 1 year and 2 months 
(earth dry) of the Flood and 2+ years for the birth of Arphaxad after the 
Flood. 

Furthermore, 3 years can be counted for the nine generations (in ac-
cordance with a longer period for the generations from Adam to Noah) 
and the period until the Promise (several months). Thus we obtain 431 
years (425+1+2+3). 

Abraham was 75 years old when he departed from Haran (Genesis 12:4). 
That was after his father Terah's death (Acts 7:4) who passed away at the 
age of 205 years (Genesis 11:32). Thus Terah was 130 years old when 
Abraham was born.

period  Flood 1 yr  - 2  months
birth  Arphaxad 2 yr - + months
period  Salah 35 yr - + months
period  Eber 30 yr - + months
period  Peleg 34 yr - + months
period  Reu 30 yr - + months
period  Serug 32 yr - + months
period Nahor 30 yr - + months
period  Terah 29 yr - + months
period  Abraham 130 yr - + months
Promise  Abraham 75 yr - 3 months
                       ----------------------
  428 yr - 5 months (9 x ? months, ca. 2.5 years)



Explanation of the period Promise to Law (timeline 2)

This period lasted 430 years (Galatians 3:17). Twelve children of Jacob 
were born during the 2nd period of 7 years in which Jacob served his 
uncle Laban for Rachel. He thus got Rachel immediately after Leah.

Joseph was born at the end of this period.

Jacob was 130 years old (Genesis 47:9) when he came to Egypt. This was 
two years after the beginning of the famine. (By then Joseph was 30+7+2 
= 39 years old). This was 215 years after God's Promise to Abraham. 
(Promise - Isaac 25 years + Isaac - Jacob 60 years + Jacob - Egypt 130 
years, makes a total of 215 years).

The period of Jacob in Egypt until the beginning of the exodus (the Law) 
lasted another 215 years. "In the 4th generation they shall return here" 
(Genesis 15:16). Those four generations are Jacob-Levi-Jochebed-Moses.

 Acts 7:6  
But God spoke in this way: that his descendants would dwell in 
a foreign land, and that they would bring them into bondage 
and oppress them four hundred years. 

Note:

 Exodus12:40 
Now the sojourn of the children of Israel who lived in Egypt was 
four hundred and thirty years. 

According to the calculation this period lasted 215 years. If this peri-
od lasted 430 years, Galatians 3:17 (430 years), Acts 7:6 (400 years) and 
Genesis 15:16 (4th generation) wouldn't be possible. Especially the 4th 
generation would pose a big problem then.

Levi was 43 years old when he came to Egypt. If the time period had 
lasted 430 years and Levi had begotten his daughter Jochebed one year 
before his death (93 years later), Jochebed would have been 257 years old 
when she gave birth to Moses. Indeed, 430 years minus 93 years (Levi) 
minus 80 years (Moses) equals 257 years.



Explanation of the period departure from Egypt to be-
ginning of building the temple. First part of 300 years 
(timeline 3)  

After the departure from Egypt, the Israelites wandered around the de-
sert for 40 years before they entered the promised land under Joshua's 
leadership. It so happens that the 479 years start counting after their 
complete exodus period (i.a. Acts 7:34). This period can be divided into 
300 years (from departure to 1st year of judge Jephthah; Judges 12:7) and 
a remaining period of 179 years.

After king Eglon (18 years) follows a period of 80 years in which the land 
had rest (Judges 3:30). Into this period falls the unidentified time of the 
judges Ehud en Shamgar, the 20 years of the judge Jabin and the 40 years 
of the judges Deborah and Barak (Judges 5:31). Subsequently the Ama-
lekites (Judges 6:3) reigned again among others (7 years). If we calculate 
backwards within the period of 300 years, 40 years remain for the period 
of Joshua and the elders after their entry.



Explanation of the period departure from Egypt to be-
ginning of building the temple. Second part of 179 years 
(timeline 4)

The solution for the chronology of the 2nd part - the 179 years - is ac-
cording to the author a Divine one. When developing a chronology, we 
normally are focussed on persons, but in this case we have to follow 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord (93 x in 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel and 1 
Chronicles) and count backwards from there.

Judge Eli (98 years) died because the ark of God was captured by the 
Philistines (1 Samuel 4:12-18). The ark of the Lord was there for seven 
months (1 Samuel 6:1). Afterwards the ark of the Lord remained with 
Abinadab for 20 years (1 Samuel 7:2; 2 Samuel 6:3) and subsequently in 
Obed-Edom for three months (2 Samuel 6:11). After this, David brought 
the ark up to the City of David in the 8th year of his reign (2 Samuel 
5:5,17; 6:12-15).

The link between judge Eli and king David is displayed within the time-
line now. By carefully inserting the judges Hophni and Phinehas (sons 
of Eli) as well as Abijah and Joel (sons of Samuel), we minutely can fit in 
the lifeline of Samuel. Above all it becomes obvious that Saul's period of 
kingship is not relevant for our chronology timeline and thus does not 
need to be represented there. 


















